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What is today’s event about?
Harrow Council won a grant in 2018 to support the 
creation of a public square in Lyon Road and a 
“pop up test restaurant” on the former Cumberland 
Hotel site. The local community helped to shape the 
initial ideas and to set priorities, and now we need 
your input to help develop the design.

What is the project brief?
The brief includes three main elements:
1.   A new public square on Lyon Road to include 

space for markets, events, seating, and play.
2.   Kiosks for food and retail businesses, including 

art exhibition space.
3.   A pop-up test restaurant with an industrial 

kitchen providing opportunities for small local 
food businesses to experiment and grow.

What will the new Square add to the Town Centre?
Harrow Town Centre is changing as part of the 
Building a Better Harrow programme, which 
includes new homes, shops, offices, schools, and 
public spaces. This project is an opportunity to 
create a new public space for local residents and 
visitors to use and enjoy. 

What are we doing today?
This display shows our current approach to the new 
public square, and the areas where we need your 
input today. We will:
—  Share the project progress with you, and    

answer any questions you have.
—  Explore some of the challenges and      

questions that we will need to answer.
—   Ask you to help us develop some aspects 

of the design and use of the new square.

A new Square for Harrow
Developing design proposals

*  These dates may change as the 
project develops. Please follow 
our website for updates!

What is the Project timetable?*

Summer 2019
Start works on site

March 2018
Mayor of London’s 
Good Growth Fund
funding announced

June 2018
Design Team
appointed

Nov 2018
Public
Event 1

November 2018 to May 2019
Design Engagement Events

Mar 2019
Public
Event 2

May 2019
Public
Event 3

March 2020
New Square open  

to the public

March 2021
Test Trade  

Restaurant launch
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2What is possible on the site?

 Improve level access 
to improve use for 
everyone including 

disabled users

Views to Station Rd

Retain shared service 
access

Maintain bicycle 
route

Improve lighting
Make better 

connections with 
other public spaces

Parking relocated
to free up the space 

for other uses

The new Square is at the junction between Station 
Road, Lyon Road, and St. John’s Road. The space is 
currently being used as a car park, with 17 parking 
spaces. The parking spaces will be re-provided 
nearby to enable the new Square to be used. See 
Board 7 for more details about parking.

One of the challenges and opportunities for our 
design team is that there are new buildings being 
built all around the square, so the surroundings will 
be different from how they are now.

Origin Housing (visualisation)

Lyon Square (visualisation)

What is possible on the site?
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What else is happening?
The area is changing at  
the moment.

—  There are two buildings 
under construction  on 
Lyon Road and St. John’s 
Road which will provide 
hundreds of new homes

—  Gayton Library will be 
relocated to the new 
Town Centre Library on 
College Road in 2020. 

What is the site like now?
The site currently includes 
a road, a car park, and 
an area of pavement.  
The public space at the 
moment is not of the same 
quality as Station Road 
and the rest of the Town 
Centre. 

There is currently a 
hoarding around the former 
Cumberland Hotel site 
which covers part of the 
road.
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3What have you told us so far?

Our engagement so far has identified the 
following top priorities for the new square:

There is interest 
in a market, 
including a food 
market, which 
could be a draw 
for visitors and 
shoppers

There is general 
enthusiasm for  
a space that is 
well-lit, feels safe 
and feels good  
to be in.

There is interest in 
the idea of shelter 
from the elements.

There is a lot of 
enthusiasm for 
greening the area 
in some way

There is interest 
and enthusiasm 
for the idea of 
play and space 
for families

Some things you have told us that you 
would like to see in the new Square:

“It’s a chance to create 
a new character and 

social cohesion.”

a place where 
mixed cultures and 
backgrounds can 

express what is important 
to them in a safe and 

wholesome environment.

encouraging enterprise 
and independent 

businesses, but good 
quality items and service A space to sit down and 

relax sheltered from sun 
and rain is a must.

We need a market and 
children’s area 

promote health, 
wellbeing and a sense 

of community ... provide 
an amenity for nearby 

residences

I think there needs to 
be a lot of vegetation, 
and also some more 

sheltered spaces.

child-friendly area would be 
great, and something to eat 
– cool pop-up restaurants 
outside with nice lights and 
shelter cover in case raining

Children’s activities to attract 
people - get them off their 
phones and iPads. There is 

not enough green...

A garden with plants  
and flowers.  human scale, adaptable 

spaces, secret spaces 
within an open landscape

How are we engaging with you?
We have held a series of events and meetings to 
involve people in the design process and keep you 
updated on progress. This is the second of three 
public events. We hope that feedback from this 
session will help us to develop the final design and 
use of the public square.

Most of the events are public, but some are 
targeted to specific groups such as young people. 
We are working with students from Harrow College 
on some aspects of the project. If you would like 
to be added to our mailing list and to be invited to 
future events, please leave your email address on  
a feedback form.

What else have we found out so far?
- There are concerns around anti-social behaviour, 
and the need to balance providing seats and 
shelter and encouraging loitering.
- People have expressed a desire for the space to 
feel like it has the character of Harrow to it, and that 
it feels welcoming and good to be in.
- Young people have told us that there is a lack 
of space to sit in Harrow - especially that brings 
people of different ages together.

Potential for events
and markets

Improve lightingPlanting and greeneryFamilies and play Seating and shelter


