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4Our current design proposal

This illustration shows our emerging design 
proposal, with an update on the progress of the 
design in each area. Some aspects of the project 
will be fixed by technical studies or for cost 
reasons. Others are more open to discussion, so 
we would especially like to have your input on 
these today.

Maximise public space

Kiosks located at edgeA planted perimeter, linked 
where possible to SUDS

Play trail at centre

You have asked for the square 
to include places for families 
and for children to play.
We would like to talk to you 
today about this (see Board 6)

We would like the new Square 
to reflect the character of 
Harrow, but this could be 
interpreted in different ways.
We would like to talk to you 
today about this (see Board 5)

We are proposing a “marker” 
or gateway, as we think it will 
be important for the new 
square to be very visible to 
people using the town centre. 
We would like to talk to you 
today about this (see Board 5)

The new square will include 
extra bicycle parking 
and bollards to improve 
pedestrian safety.

You have asked for an area 
sheltered from sun and rain, 
but you are concerned about 
anti-social behaviour. We are 
proposing a covered area 
next to the food kiosks, which 
would be closed at night.

A series of new food kiosks 
will work alongside the Test 
Trade restaurant to support 
local food businesses. Our 
proposal is to combine these 
kiosks into a single structure in 
this location. See Board 5.

Sustainable drainage will be 
included where possible, 
to reduce the level or water 
runoff into the sewer system.

LIghting will be upgraded to 
modern fittings, providing 
better light levels at night. The 
design of lamps will be quite 
constrained by technical and 
cost issues. 

We are proposing to plant new 
flowering trees from the cherry, 
apple and pear families to 
create a kind of “orchard”. The 
location of trees will be partly 
set by existing obstructions 
such as pipes.

The new square will be flexible 
and incorporate power 
supplies. to allow it to host 
markets and events.

Kiosks for food 
businesses

Visibility

Sustainable drainage

TransportPlanting and greenery

Seating and shelter

Potential for events
and markets

Current 
design 
Principles:

Improve lighting Families and play 

Character
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5How should we reflect Harrow’s 
character? 
Local people have told us that they would like the 
new Square to reflect the character of Harrow —  
but this can be interpreted in several different ways.  
Choosing which aspects of Harrow’s character to 
emphasise will help us to select the materials and 
colours for the final design for the parts of the 

project that we have marked here. The final design 
might combine different elements of these ideas.  
If there is a different aspect of character that we 
have not identified here, please tell us!

Greenhill: the landscape of Harrow
Before the arrival of the railways in Victorian 
times, Greenhill was a small rural hamlet, and 
the site was occupied by Greenhill Farm. 
Could the design reflect this history?

Metroland: the buildings of Harrow
Many of the buildings in Harrow Town Centre 
were built in the early Twentieth Century as part 
of “Metro-Land”. Should the new structures 
and signage refer to these buildings in some 
way?

Contemporary: the people of Harrow
Harrow today has a young and diverse 
population with a vibrant local arts scene and 
award-winning restaurants.
Should the design reflect this contemporary 
character?

Kiosks

Play
equipment

Permeable pavingPaving and 
surfacing

Benches and 
street furniture

Signage ‘Gateway’

Historic references:



Balancing elementsGround patterns and trails Mounds and levelsRocks and logsPlayable street furniture 

What kind of equipment should we include in the 
design for younger children?

Play Trail
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6How should we provide play space?

Outdoor table tennis Outdoor gym
or climbing structures

Some people have also asked if the 
square could accommodate other 
kinds of active outdoor equipment.

Would you like to use this kind of 
equipment? Do you think it would be 
suitable for the space?

Active sports
such as basketball

The current proposal includes a Play Trail 
integrating opportunities for play through the 
whole square, rather than segregating play into a 
“playground” enclosed with a fence.

Children could play around the centre of the 
square, with seating allowing parents or carers to 
watch their children while enjoying food and drink 
from the kiosks.

This will allow for more imaginative play and also 
keep the whole space more flexible for different 
uses such as markets and events. 

There is currently the potential to accommodate 
several different types of play equipment, subject 
to limited budgets and space constraints. We 
would like to have your feedback on the proposed 
approach and to understand your priorities and 
thoughts.

Current design Principles:

Should we also consider equipment which serves  
a wider age range?
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What will happen to St John’s Road car park?
There is currently an outdoor car park, with 17 
parking spaces, at the corner of St. John’s Road 
and Lyon Road. In addition, the length of St. John’s 
Road towards Station Road previously held 4 Blue 
Badge parking spaces. The dedicated Blue Badge 
bays at the end of St John’s Road are currently 
suspended due to the construction works at the 
Victoria Hall site.

The space currently allocated for car parking is 
planned to be used to create the new square, 
with the parking spaces are to be moved and re-
provided nearby. Formal consultation will be carried 
out once the final design has been agreed.

There is currently spare parking capacity in Davey  
House car park, and, and in on-street bays which will 
become available again following local construction 
works. In addition, new parking spaces will be 
provided through the creation of new on-street 
parking spaces in nearby streets, to replace the 
displaced parking spaces from the surface car park.

Blue Badge holders are entitled to use any on-
street or off-street parking bays in Harrow, free of 
charge. New Blue Badge bays will provided as part 
of the project, and these will be the closest spaces 
to the Town Centre.
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Where will the existing parking 
spaces be relocated?
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1. St John’s Road Car Park
The 17 car park spaces on the existing St John’s 
Road car park will be converted into Greenhill 
Place. All of the spaces will be relocated as new 
on-street spaces in nearby streets.

2. On-Street Parking Bays
Over 25 on-street parking bays on St John’s Road 
and Lyon Road have been suspended in recent 
years due to construction works. These will become 
available.

3. Davey House
Currently there is spare capacity in Davey House, 
even at peak times.

4. St John’s Road Blue Badge Bays
Four Blue Badge bays are currently suspended 
due to construction works. New bays will be 
provided as the closest spaces to the town centre.

5. Residential Parking
New housing developments will include parking 
spaces for their residents.

6. Loading and off-street Parking spaces
Access to loading and parking behind 276-284 
Station Road will be maintained 

7. Public & Private Parking
Access route for parking behind Station Road will 
be maintained.


