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Harrow Council is proposing to make changes to 
Wealdstone town centre and we want to hear the 
views of residents and businesses. 

The consultation relates to a new design for the 
High Street area that would refresh the street 
environment with new paving and lighting, make 
changes to junctions and traffic signals to improve 
safety and traffic capacity and also improve the 
movement and efficiency of bus services. The wider 
package of improvements would provide a boost 
for the local economy and provide a more pleasant 
environment for everyone.

Why we are considering 
changing changes
Wealdstone is a priority area for regeneration – new 
developments in the area will deliver up to 5,500 
homes, a school, health centre and around 3,000 jobs 
over the next 10 years. A transport study was carried 
out in 2017 to assess the impact of the regeneration and 
a large increase in walking, cycling and bus trips was 
predicted. Many of these additional trips will be by bus 
and so the road network will need to be designed to 
enable faster, more reliable bus journeys and to enable 
future expansion of bus services. It was recommended 
that the road infrastructure in Wealdstone town centre 
is upgraded to accommodate more travel by walking, 
cycling and bus.

Since the study was completed, the council has been 
working with Transport for London (TfL) to develop 
a suitable scheme that can increase road network 
capacity and accommodate the additional walking, 
cycling and bus trips. This consultation provides 
details of the scheme developed.

Principles behind the 
changes proposed 
The High Street has not had any significant 
improvement since 2008. The street environment now 
looks tired, and in poor condition and is no longer 
fit for purpose or able to cater for future transport 
demands. A significant investment in the transport 
infrastructure is required to introduce a street design 
that would renew footways, carriageways, street 
lighting and street furniture and improve the quality 

and functionality of the road network. This would 
provide a more pleasant and attractive environment for 
pedestrians that would support local businesses and 
increase trade and activity in Wealdstone.

The main road network currently experiences delays 
and congestion at peak times that affects vehicle 
journey times and local bus services in particular. 
Transport modelling has been undertaken on different 
design options in order to improve road network 
capacity and this has shown that the proposed scheme 
would have significant journey time reductions, 
particularly for buses. This would require minor 
changes to bus routes and also changes to traffic 
signals, junctions and road layouts. 

The improvements for bus services would affect bus 
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routes 140, 182, 186, 258, 340, 640, H9, H10, N18, N140 
and involve diverting southbound and westbound 
buses into the High Street via Canning Road at a new 
signalised junction at George Gange Way / Canning 
Road. 

A dedicated central bus lane on George Gange 
Way would be provided in addition to the existing 
traffic lanes for the southbound buses on routes 140, 
182, 186, 258, 340, 640, N18, N140. This would allow 
the congested section of the A409 road corridor to 
operate more efficiently. The new signals would also 
include a controlled pedestrian crossing point to allow 
pedestrians to cross George Gange Way more safely. 

 Northbound and eastbound buses on routes  140, 182, 
186, 258, 340, 640, H9, H10, N18, N140 would follow the 
same routes as they do currently but the High Street 
would become one-way northbound from Canning 
Road to George Gange Way. 

Bus stops would be retained in their existing locations 
except for the southbound bus stop outside the 
Wealdstone Centre which would be relocated into 
Canning Road to overcome the existing problem 
of buses blocking the High Street. The plan shown 
provides details of the changes to bus routes and bus 
stops.
Access into the High Street would be maintained for 
all vehicles as existing with some revisions made to 
parking and loading areas. The scheme would also 
make improvements to the quality of cycle routes in 
the High Street area and make accessing the town 
centre easier and safer for cyclists.

The proposed scheme would integrate with the 
Council’s ambition to create a Liveable Neighbourhood 
in Wealdstone for which the Council has already 
submitted a bid to TfL. Details of the wider town 
proposals can be seen at:  
https://wealdstonelnproposals.commonplace.is/ 

This proposed scheme would introduce new road 
layouts and refresh the street environment in the 
town centre to meet future transport needs and 
support the local economy:

 � Full refurbishment of the High Street area 
providing high quality paving, new street lighting, 
road surfacing and street furniture (bins, signs, 
posts, etc.) designed with narrower carriageways 
and wider footways to prioritise pedestrian 
movement. 

 �  Revisions to parking and loading arrangements to 
accommodate the new street design, cycle routes 
would be improved and provide easier access for 
cyclists. 

 � Traffic signals in the town would be linked with an 
urban traffic control system to improve network 
capacity and reduce congestion and delay for 
vehicular traffic. 

 � Southbound and westbound services would be 
rerouted into the High Street via Canning Road 
and new traffic signals at George Gange Way 
/ Canning Road, a central bus lane would be 
provided in George Gange Way for southbound 
bus services.

 � Canning Road would be made one way into the 
High Street and prioritise access for buses, the 
southbound bus stop outside the Wealdstone 
Centre would be relocated into Canning Road to 
overcome the existing problem of buses blocking 
the High Street. 

 � The section of the High Street between George 
Gange Way and Canning Road would be made 
one-way northbound, the traffic signals at High 
Street / George Gange Way would be redesigned, 
northbound and eastbound bus services would 
operate as existing. 

 � Palmerston Road would be made one way into the 
town and provide new bus standing facilities, the 
existing traffic signals at High Street / Palmerston 
Road would be removed. 

 � Access and egress to the existing car parks would 
be maintained. 

 �  Traffic signals at High Street / Masons Avenue 
would be redesigned and a new Public Square 
created outside the entrance to the Station with a 
street art feature to act as a gateway into the town.

Overview of the changes proposed

Please refer to the proposed plan on a separate sheet which has more detailed information about the 
road layout changes.
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What are the benefits?
This proposed scheme would have the following benefits:

 � Refreshed street environment, including a more welcoming entrance to Wealdstone outside Harrow & 
Wealdstone Station.

 � Better and safer access for pedestrians, cyclists and buses.  
 � Improved traffic capacity and reduced congestion and delay for vehicular traffic.
 � Faster and more reliable bus services.
 � Improved travel experience for bus passengers.
 � Higher footfall in the High Street providing improved trade for local businesses

Who is funding this scheme?
This scheme would be funded jointly by TfL and Harrow Council. The scheme is estimated to cost approximately 
£2.25 million of which TfL will be funding £1.35 million and the council £900k. This is a significant investment in 
the town centre which would benefit residents, businesses and visitors to the town.

Can I see the proposals in more detail?
A set of display boards with more information about the proposals will be available at Wealdstone Library during 
the period of consultation between Monday 20 January and Friday 21 February 2020. Please come along to see 
details of the scheme. Visualisations of the new road layouts will also be on display to help with showing how the 
proposed changes will work. Council officers will be available to answer queries or questions that you have about 
the proposals at the following dates and times:

 � Wednesday 22 Jan – 10am to 1pm
 � Friday 24 Jan – 5pm to 8:30pm
 � Saturday 25 Jan – 10am – 1pm

What do you need to do now? 
Please visit our consultation portal online at www.harrow.gov.uk/trafficconsultations to give us your views. 
Click on the link “Consultations Open” and then “Wealdstone Town Centre Improvement Scheme” – then follow 
the instructions to make your comments. 

The public consultation will be open for a period of 6 weeks between Monday 13 January and Friday 21 
February 2020. 

If you would like to discuss any aspect of this consultation in more detail please contact  
transportation@harrow.gov.uk by e-mail and a council officer will get back to you as soon as possible. 

What happens next? 
The result of this consultation will be considered by the Council’s Portfolio Holder – Environment who will 
determine the next steps. 

Before any changes to the road network can be implemented a statutory consultation on any revised traffic and 
parking restrictions would need to be undertaken as required by UK legislation. This would require an additional 
consultation process following this one.


