
Frequently Asked Questions 

What is a Public Space Protection Order? 

A PSPO can be put in place to restrict nuisance or anti-social behaviour. The failure to comply with the 
requirements of a PSPO is a criminal offence. PSPOs can only be introduced by a council after consulting the 
people it represents. A PSPO can last a maximum of three years, though it can be renewed or reviewed 
during the course of its life.   

Why is the council trying to bring in this PSPO? 

We want to introduce a PSPO to make it easier to tackle problems such as public urination, dog fouling, 
smoking in children’s play areas and anti-social parking. If introduced, we’ll be able to issue fines for these 
without having to go through the lengthy and expensive process of taking the matters to court. 

We already have a PSPO in place to tackle problem public drinking but it’s due to run out in November. We’ve 
found it a useful tool for responding to this problem and so would like to renew it. 

How will it be enforced? 

Any authorised council representative, police officer or police community support officer can enforce a PSPO.   

What are the fines for breaking a PSPO? 

Fines will usually be £100, but can be more for particularly serious cases, repeat offences or where there’s 
failure to pay an initial fine.  

How will it be advertised? 

If the PSPO is put in place, we’ll publish it on the council’s website and social media. Signage will also be 
erected in relevant areas where we think it will be useful. 

Will it work? 

We think a PSPO will be a useful tool to use alongside other initiatives, like education. We all want to live in a 
clean borough, which is why we’re encouraging everyone in Harrow to take responsibility for their actions.  

Is the proposal a done deal? 

Absolutely not! We need to know whether the people of Harrow generally agree with us that bringing in a 
PSPO to tackle these problems is a good idea. 

When will it come into force? 

Consultation is due to end on 26 August 2020. If it’s agreed we should go ahead with the PSPO, we expect it 
to come into effect in September 2020. 

Where can I see the proposed PSPO in full? 

A draft copy is available on the next page. 


